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PRESS RELEASE 

For immediate Release 

 

Essipit and North American Niobium and Critical Mineral Corp. Sign an Agreement 

to Oversee Mining Exploration on the First Nation’s Ancestral Territory 

Essipit, 5 upau-pishimu (August) 2026 – The Council of the Innu First Nation of Essipit 
(CIFNE) and North American Niobium and Critical Minerals Corp. (NIOB) announce the 
signing of an agreement to oversee the mining claims held by NIOB on Essipit’s Nitassinan 
(unceded ancestral territory), particularly those associated with the Seigneurie Project near 
the municipality of Longue-Rive. This agreement sets forth the conditions under which 
exploration work may be carried out, in accordance with the rights, interests, and priorities of 
the Essipiunnuat. 
 
The result of several months of discussions, the agreement is based on the principles of 
mutual respect, dialogue, transparency and collaboration. It provides for mechanisms to 
ensure ongoing communication, measures to protect the environment and the territory, 
commitments related to employment, training, and business opportunities for Essipit members 
and businesses, as well as financial contributions for community development. 
 
The agreement also confirms the parties’ commitment to moving forward with any exploration 
initiative in a manner that respects the rights, priorities, and decision-making processes of the 
First Nation. 
 
Special attention is given to the Essipiunnu-Meshkanau protected area project, which is not 
part of the Seigneurie Project. Under the agreement, NIOB commits to refraining from 
conducting any exploration activities within this territory and to support Essipit’s conservation 
objectives. 
 
Both parties view this agreement as a solid foundation for developing a lasting relationship 
that respects the community’s ancestral rights and aspirations, while allowing the Seigneurie 
area mineral potential to be assessed responsibly. 
 
Quotes 
 
“This agreement allows us to govern exploration activities on Nitassinan in a responsible and 
balanced manner, while ensuring the protection of the territory, biodiversity and our way of 
life. It also provides concrete opportunities to contribute to the socioeconomic development 
of our community.” — Martin Dufour, Chief of the Essipit Innu First Nation 

 
 



 

“We are proud to have reached an agreement based on mutual respect and trust. This 
partnership establishes a clear framework for our exploration work and demonstrates our 
commitment to working responsibly with the Essipit community.” — Murray Nye, Chief 
Executive Officer of NIOB 

 
About the Council of the Innu First Nation of Essipit 
 
The Essipit community is in the Côte-Nord region of Quebec. The Council of the Innu First 
Nation of Essipit (CIFNE) is the political body representing the members of the Essipit Innu 
First Nation, known as the Essipiunnuat. The CIFNE is dedicated to the protection and 
development of its ancestral territory, Nitassinan, while advancing the interests of its 
community through partnerships. In English, Essipit means “river of shells.” 
 
About NIOB 
 
North American Niobium and Critical Minerals Corp. is a mining exploration company 
developing the Seigneurie Project to assess the potential for niobium and rare earth elements 
in the Longue-Rive region of Quebec. 
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Information : 
 

Council of the Innu First Nation of Essipit  
Karla Mendoza, Communications Advisor  
418 233-2509 ext. 419 

medias@essipit.com 
 
 
North American Niobium and Critical Minerals Corp. 
M. Clyde McMillan, P.Geo (OGQ#2193) 
VP of Exploration  
514 583-6341 
clyde@northamericanniobium.com 
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